
Southwest Resource Advisory Council Oil and Gas Sub-group Minutes  

Nov. 19, 2015 @ Dolores, CO 

Welcome and Introductions-Kathleen Bond, meeting facilitator, opened the session at 10:10 a.m.  The 

agenda was distributed at the sign-in table. Kathleen provided the following ground rules: 

1. Be respectful 

2. One person speaks at a time 

3. Limit side conversations 

4. Don’t get personal 

5. Silence cell phones 

Southwest Colorado RAC oil and gas sub-committee members present: Ernie Williams (SW RAC 

member), Eric Sanford (SW RAC member), John Reams (SW RAC Chairperson), James Dietrich (SW RAC 

member), Carla Hoehn (Triad Western Constructors), Pete Eschallier (Kokopelli Bike and Board), Christi 

Zeller (La Plata Energy Council), Jimbo Buickerood (San Juan Citizens Alliance), Dale Davidson (Southwest 

Canyons Alliance), George San Miguel (Mesa Verde National Park), Matt Thorpe (Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife), Rod Oliver (landowner), James Lambert (Montezuma County Commission), Brad White 

(landowner). 

Members absent:  Gregg Dubit (user group), Travis Ward (user group), Gwen Lachelt (La Plata County 

Commission), Dan Huntington (landowner). 

BLM staff & SW RAC members present:  Connie Clementson (Tres Rios Field Office Manager), Justin 

Abernathy (Tres Rios Assistant Field Manager), Ryan Joyner (BLM physical scientist), Barb Sharrow 

(Acting Southwest District Manager), Shannon Borders (Southwest District public affairs specialist), Tyler 

Fouss (BLM ranger), Deborah Gangloff (SW RAC member). 

SW RAC Chairman John Reams explained this is a RAC sub-group meeting and the members are not here 

to make decisions, but rather to gather information regarding the need for a Master Leasing Plan (MLP).  

The sub-group is responsible for carrying the ideas to the 15-member Southwest RAC, which can make 

recommendations to the BLM and Department of the Interior.  He encouraged everyone to read the 

MLP Area of Interest handout provided by the BLM staff.  He said the next four meetings will include 

input from the public.  Today, public comments begin at 11 a.m. 

Oil and gas sub-group chair Ernie Williams welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained he’s 

looking forward to hearing ideas so the BLM can move forward.  He hopes the sub-group can pinpoint a 

commonsense approach using public input.  He also acknowledged both the need for oil and gas 

development and that there are places drilling shouldn’t take place.    

Eric Sanford clarified that the sub-group was nominated by the SW RAC to use public input to provide 

recommendations to the SW RAC. The full RAC may provide a resolution to the BLM based on the sub-

group’s recommendations.  The BLM can choose how they will utilize this advice; the SW RAC is an 

advisory council and does not have authority over BLM decisions.  He encouraged the group to look at 



the Tres Rios Resource Management Plan (RMP) and how it influences the process.  He wants to look at 

the other tools available, such as Controlled Surface Use and No Surface Occupancy stipulations, etc.  He 

also wants the group to look at the cost benefit analysis.   

Dale Davidson asked for numbers on the oil and gas activity. He said he knows there’s leasing in the 

Hesperus area, but would like further insight.  Kristi Zeller (La Plata County energy council) said there’s 

one federal well in this area.   

James Dietrich explained the group is also responsible for public education, and this is a great 

opportunity to provide the pubic with information.  He represents dispersed recreation on the RAC and 

knows this is important to the public.  He said numbers matter, so oil and gas potential in the area is key 

to the analysis.  Kristi Zeller said Montezuma County contains about 53 wells, mostly federal and tribal; 

and La Plata County contains about 3,338 wells, mostly tribal.  

Connie Clementson provided a brief history of how the MLP process evolved: 

The issue first came to the BLM’s attention when it issued the Supplement to  Draft San Juan Resource 

Management Plan in 2011, which updated the oil and gas portion of the plan. This was just after the 

BLM had implemented a leasing reform policy in 2010, providing direction on Master Leasing Plans and 

when to do them.  

The BLM received public comments recommending completing an MLP for the planning area (specific to 

the area that encompassed the Gothic Shale supplemental analysis).  As a result, the BLM included a 

master leasing analysis in the Final EIS in 2013. The analysis looked at MLP criteria for the three geologic 

basins that were being considered for leasing within the RMP. 

Concurrent with this process, Tres Rios Field Office updated its leasing process (also per the 2010 leasing 

reform direction) in 2012.  The parcels proposed for leasing in 2012 included approximately 11,000 acres 

in the Hesperus  area, which the BLM analyzed in its RMP MLP analysis.  This triggered renewed interest 

from the public in a MLP.  The BLM deferred the lease parcels in 2012 and 2013, anticipating the 

issuance of the new RMP.  However, a decision was not issued until the February 2015 approval of the 

RMP.  Public interest continued and expanded to the Mesa Verde area (in Montezuma County) after the 

decision was issued. 

Based on continued interest in the area, the State Director is looking at what additional issues the BLM 

may need to consider that were not addressed in the RMP or that cannot be addressed through the 

lease sale process. 

Justin Abernathy said the BLM is collecting information to get a better sense of public needs and 

interests as well as key issues.  Then, the BLM will look at the tools available within the RMP, policies, 

regulations and laws to determine whether a MLP is needed.   

Ryan Joyner gave an overview of the maps of the area of interest boundary. To download maps, go to 

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM_Resources/racs/swrac.html.  

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM_Resources/racs/swrac.html


Ernie Williams asked if the BLM could depict the areas open to recommendations and indicated that the 

BLM does not have jurisdiction on private land/private minerals.  Ryan Joyner said the Surface 

Ownership by Agency map shows this, and it does not include Forest Service lands. Eric Sanford 

mentioned this is not an allocation process, and stipulations and conditions of approvals could be used 

to inform the MLP process.  

Jimbo Buickerood suggested asking the public to identify their interests and concerns on maps.  He’s 

heard concerns about water, recreation and critical winter habitat.  Christi Zeller asked the BLM not to 

use acronyms in documents and on maps and suggested providing the group with the MLP criteria and 

pages 112-113 to help explain what No Surface Occupancy means. Additionally, James Dietrich would 

like a recreation map that shows public interaction and recreation resources. 

Public Comments 

Marianne Mate  

Marianne Mate lives in Dolores and thanks the BLM for being open to this process.  She’s concerned by 

how close the area of interest is to Dolores and about potential contamination to the Dolores River.  She 

said the existing leases could go on for another 30 years and is also concerned about the amount of 

water required for drilling.  She also said democracy is a messy process and we’re not going to agree, 

but we need to get facts on the air problems in the area.   

Ashley Korenblat (written comment – see attachment)  

MB McAfee (written comment – see attachment) 

Ellen Foster (written comment – see attachment) 

Fiona King (written comment – see attachment) 

Vanessa Mazal 

Vanessa Mazal encourages the sub-group to review the public comments and distill those for details 

that can give the sub-group guidance.  She mentioned other agencies in the area have been through 

similar processes, and those agencies should be involved too. She also encouraged the BLM to swiftly 

consider the MLP. 

Stan Mattingly 

Stan Mattingly lives in the Cedar Mesa subdivision. He wants to know if his property, adjacent to BLM, is 

available for lease.  He also wants to know if the sub-group will consider impacts to private property, 

and he said this needs to be addressed in the MLP.  He would also like timing limitation information. 

Matthew Sheldon (written comment – see attachment) 

Jane Anderson (written comment – see attachment) 

Pat Kantor 

Pat Kantor is a resident of the county and very concerned about the future of the county and the 



people.  In making decisions, she said the sub-group needs to consider the current mining technology 

and county economics.  She said 27,000 people depend on the quality of water in the Dolores River, and 

we have to be cautious in the case of any mining activities.   

Willson Bloch (written comment – ee attachment) 

Anne Greenburg 

Anne Greenburg said she has been involved in the leasing of 12,000 acres.  She brought her daughter to 

show how decisions affect her generation and future generations’ health.  She said that when 

considering the MLP, the group needs to account for increased semi traffic, effects to hydrology and 

issues causing cancer in children.    

Diane Wren (written comment – see attachment) 

Micha Rosenoer 

Micha Rosenoer said public lands are for everyone, and we have a special opportunity to protect these 

areas.  She encouraged the sub-group to leave time for questions and answers during the agenda and 

suggests increasing the time allowed for public comments.  She urged the BLM to reach out to the 

media to get the word out about the meetings and suggested hosting meetings in the evenings.  

Eric Sanford noted that several members of working group representing La Plata County were not 

present.  He asked that the BLM contact La Plata County to recommend people for the unfilled 

positions.   

Suggestions for upcoming meetings: 

 Clearly define expectations of the sub-group 

 Define scope of the working group 

 Review the guidance in the RMP 

 Question and answer forum 

 Create a survey that links the publicss concerns to specific areas 

 Utilize county GIS data  

 Provide public comment section on the BLM website 

 Provide resource list on website 

 Provide FAQ on website 

 Draw from the Moab MLP process to gain insight 

A Doodle Poll will be distributed to the sub-group to determine schedules for the 2016 meetings in 

Mancos, Hesperus, Durango and Cortez.  

Meeting adjourned. 






























